House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

December 19, 2024

Dear Mr. President and Secretary Mayorkas:

Thank you for your efforts to extend and redesignate Venezuela for Temporary Protected Status (TPS) in
September 2023. This decision has positively impacted the lives of over 505,400 Venezuelans who are now
covered by TPS: 256,625 under the 2021 designation and 248,775 under the 2023 designation' as well as
benefiting their neighbors and the American people. With the 2023 redesignation set to expire on April 2,
2025, and the 2021 extension set to expire on September 10, 2025, we urge your full and fair consideration
of extending and redesignating these protections for Venezuelans.

Political instability, endemic corruption, and repression under Maduro’s authoritarian regime has led to
massive food and medicine shortages, with millions living in poverty and suffering from food insecurity.
Venezuela’s economy has contracted by more than 80% since 2014 which is more than twice the
magnitude of the Great Depression in the United States. Due to the ongoing crisis in Venezuela,
Venezuelans have consistently been the leading nationality requesting asylum in the United States since
2016. As of June 2023, U.N. agencies believe that over 7.3 million Venezuelans have fled the country?,
many of whom have resettled in neighboring countries like Colombia and Brazil.

The number of displaced individuals from Venezuela only continues to grow after the undemocratic and
fraudulent elections held on July 28, 2024The United States and many other countries have rightfully
rejected Maduro’s false claims of victory, noting that these results were “deeply flawed, yielding an
announced outcome that does not represent the will of the Venezuelan people,” and recognized opposition
candidate Edmundo Gonzélez Urrutia as president-elect.** The United States has imposed targeted
sanctions in response to the Maduro regime’s brutal repression.’

Most concerningly, approximately 2,000 Venezuelans, many of whom are minors, have been
extrajudicially imprisoned or disappeared by Maduro’s secret police, demonstrating that any individual in
Venezuela who does not consent to authoritarian rule will face political persecution.® Maduro’s dictatorship
has been credibly accused of crimes against humanity by the UN Human Rights Council and the Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights has labeled its activities as “state terrorism”.’

Given Venezuela’s increased instability and lack of safety, and within all applicable rules and regulations,
we strongly urge your full and fair consideration of an early extension and redesignation of Venezuela for
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/un-international-mission-reveals-gross-human-rights-violations-venezuela
https://www.americasquarterly.org/article/venezuelas-record-political-prisoners-await-the-unknown/
https://crs.gov/Reports/IF10715?source=search
https://www.cnn.com/2024/11/19/americas/venezuela-gonzalez-president-elect-intl-latam/index.html
https://www.state.gov/assessing-the-results-of-venezuelas-presidential-election/
https://crs.gov/Reports/IF10230?source=search
https://crs.gov/Reports/RS20844
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TPS to ensure stability and certainty of the program. We also ask that you continue to provide safety and
support to Venezuelans fleeing the political, economic and humanitarian crisis currently plaguing their
home. Finally, in light of the inhumane conditions in Venezuela, we ask that you suspend planned non-
emergency repatriation of Venezuelans who claim a credible fear of facing repression, imprisonment, or

torture upon their return.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Darren Soto
Member of Congress
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Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Jugh Vargas
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz ]é/arragan
Member of Congress

Sincerely,
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Debbie Wasserman Schult®
Member of Congress
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Syfvia R. Garc1a
Member of Congress

DehaC Ramlrez l

Member of Congress

ano Espaillat
Member of Congress
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Kathy Castor
Member of Congress
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ShejlafCherfilug-McCormick
Memberof Congress

Lois Frankel
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejapﬁro Frost
Member of Congress



